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Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels  

SHIP website 

description 

Lead is a toxic metal that has no safe level. Children are especially sensitive to lead 

exposure. The legal definition of an elevated blood lead level in Maryland is 10 

micrograms/deciliter (mcg/dL), but the current CDC and Maryland guidelines for 

health care providers urge follow up for any child with a level of 5 mcg/dL or higher. 

Children most often are exposed to lead if they swallow   dust containing lead paint, 

usually when there is peeling, flaking, or chipping lead paint or from home 

renovation. Maryland health care providers are now supposed to test all children 

born on or after January 1, 2015 at their 12 and 24 month well child visits. 

Source Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) 

http://www.mde.state.md.us/programs/Land/RecyclingandOperationsprogram/P 

ublications/Pages/Programs/LandPrograms/Recycling/publications/index.aspx#lea 

d 

Numerator Number of children (0-72 months old) with blood lead levels > 10 µg/dL 

Denominator Number of children tested 

Threshold None 

Censorship (if below 

threshold) 

Not applicable 

Calculation and metric (Numerator/Denominator) *100= Single-Year Calculation 

Race/ethnicity 

categories (on SHIP 

chart) 

All races/ ethnicities (aggregated) 

Other None 
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